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Amazon Kindle has the largest eBooks capacity in the world, and (maybe) the 

most complicated eBooks format mechanism. In the most of other eBook stores, 

we usually get only two formats: EPUB and PDF. While in Amazon Kindle, we can 

see AZW, AZW3, PRC, Mobi, HTMLZ, and more... 

Although a Kindle book can be delivered as any of these formats and almost looks 

the same. In fact there is difference between them, it might be tiny, but you shall 

not ignore it. 

 

What is AZW 

AZW is the most popular format for Amazon Kindle books, it might stand for 

Amazon Word, but Amazon hasn't officially confirm that yet. 

If we sync the purchased Kindle books to local computer via Kindle for PC/Mac, 

the synced books are usually saved in .azw format and protected by Kindle DRM.  

If an AZW file's DRM protection is eliminated, it can be directly renamed to Mobi 

while keeping the file complete and read by the reader software like Kindle for PC 

or MobiPocket Reader. 

To remove DRM from AZW is pretty simple, just make sure the files are synced 

via Kindle for PC/Mac, then use Kindle DRM Removal to handle them, no extra job 

is required. 
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Here is a brief guide: Remove DRM from Amazon Kindle AZW files 

What is AZW3 (KF8) 

AZW3 is a variation of AZW and also known as KF8. At the beginning it was only 

supported by Kindle Fire tablet, and later expanded to forth generation of Kindle, 

and Kindle for PC/Mac. 

Compared to AZW or Mobi, it is more advanced by supporting more styles, fonts 

and layout. And I can see the trends that AZW3 is gradually replacing Mobi. 

At the moment, books directly downloaded to recent generations E-Ink Kindle are 

uaually delivered as AZW3 format and protected by DRM. While some AZW files 

synced by Kindle for PC/Mac would also turn to AZW3 after the DRM protection is 

removed. 

If you want to strip the DRM from AZW3 files downloaded on E-Ink Kindle, please 

read: How to Remove DRM From AZW3 eBook Files 

PRC and Mobi 

When a PRC file and a Mobi file are all DRM-free, then we can simply say they are 

exactly the same thing. But when they are protected by DRM, things are going 

differently. 

If a purchased Kindle book is downloaded to Android device, in other words, 

synced by Kindle for Android app, then the format would be PRC. And we shall 

note that Kindle Fire tablets are also Android devices in actual, so the books 

directly downloaded to Kindle Fire tablets would also save as PRC format. 

Read this post you can know how to remove Kindle DRM with Android devices: 

PRC DRM Removal for Kindle Android Books 

And the most of Mobi books are DRM-free nowadays, as Amazon transform them 

to AZW once they are protected by DRM. 

Topaz (TPZ, or AZW1) 

Generally speaking, all the formats above are basically generated upon Mobi and 

AZW, but the Topaz, or the variations TPZ and AZW1, are pretty different. And 

the difference mainly manifest in the file structure and data base, that's not what 

we are discussing here. 

The Topaz files are always DRM-free, when thy are protected by Kindle, they 

change to TPZ or AZW1. 

If a Topaz book synced via Kindle's Whispersync, it becomes AZW1; if directly 

downloaded from the website, it becomes TPZ. 

Remove DRM from TPZ/AZW1 books are the same as from AZW, so you can also 

read this guide: Remove DRM from Amazon Kindle TPZ, AZW1, Topaz files 

And the HTMLZ? It is just a zip archive of HTML files. 

  

This PDF is generated upon http://www.epubor.com/difference-between-kindle-

content-azw-azw3-prc-mobi-topaz.html, the original author is Epubor. 
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