
 

 

Websites to Get Digital Textbooks (free and 
rental) 

 

Recent years, the digital textbook--a digital eBook intended to service as the 

text for a class, is very hot in colleges and universities. Most college students 

choose to rent the digital textbook on line instead of purchasing the traditional 

printed textbook. Why? Because it is more convenient to carry around 

everywhere and costs less. If you are lucky enough, you can even get the free 

etextbook on line. Since going to the colleague is expensive, why not save the 

money and spend it on where it is needed mostly? As there are so many 

resources online, it is difficult for you to figure out which site you should go to 

get the digital etextbook. Today, I will share a list of best websits to download 

free etextbooks and etextbook rental websites.  

 

Websites to Download Free eTextbooks 

openculture  This website offers best free cultural & 

educational media. Besides the free textbooks, 

you can also find the free online courses, 

http://www.openculture.com/free_textbooks
https://www.epubor.com/


movies, audiobook, eBooks, language lessons, 

and ect.. 

bookboon.com The bookboon offers both etextbooks and 

business eBooks. The textbooks are totally 

free and cover topics such as economics, 

statistics, IT, engineering and natural science. 

onlineprogrammingbooks.com  If you are major in computer science or related 

subjects, you may find your textbook at 

onlineprogrammingbooks which offers books 

related to programming, computer science, 

software engineering, web design and so on. 

wikibooks Wikibooks offers the open-content textbooks 

collection that anyone can edit. The subjects 

cover computing, engineering, humanities, 

languages, mathematics, miscellaneous, 

science, social sciences and son on. Now the 

titles are almost 3000. 

Textbook Revolution  As a student-run site, Textbook Revolution is 

dedicated to increasing the use of free 

educational materials by teachers and 

professors. Most of the textbooks they offered 

are in PDF format, and some are eBooks. You 

may also find the multimedia content on this 

website.  

MIT Open Courseware  It is been several years since MIT has offered 

free and open courseware. They claims on the 

website, “OCW makes the materials used in 

the teaching of MIT's subjects available on the 

Web.” So it is possible for the students to find 

the free textbooks on this website. Fill in the 

book title to the search bar to see whether your 

book is available now. 

http://bookboon.com/en/textbooks-ebooks
http://www.onlineprogrammingbooks.com/
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://www.textbookrevolution.org/index.php/Main_Page
https://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm


Online Mathematics 

Textbooks  

If you are major in Mathematics, you should 

never miss this website. You will find a variety 

of textbooks on Mathematics here. 

OER COMMONS  As a public digital library of open source 

educational resources, OER COMMONS 

offers many open textbooks.   

Curriki  Beyond providing thousands of vetted, curated 

textbook or resources, Curriki is a community 

for teaching or studying. Members from 

different countries around the world are 

coming to this platform to share and 

collaborate to make the best teaching and 

learning materials universally accessible. 

Project Gutenberg  You really should try out this website to see if 

you can find the textbooks you want because 

this website has more than 56000 titles 

available for now. All books in this website are 

free. If you are literature lovers or major in 

related subject, you will find many old works of 

literatures. 

ManyBooks.net  There are more than 29000 FREE eBooks for 

Kindle, Nook, iPad and other eReaders! 

Anyway, not all books are free at this website, 

but they offer huge discounts. You can try to 

search if your textbook is available at this 

website. 

Online Library of Liberty  This website offer a collection of scholarly 

works about individual liberty and free markets. 

You can find more than 1700titles at this 

website. 

http://people.math.gatech.edu/~cain/textbooks/onlinebooks.html
http://people.math.gatech.edu/~cain/textbooks/onlinebooks.html
https://www.oercommons.org/
http://www.curriki.org/
http://www.gutenberg.org/
http://manybooks.net/
http://oll.libertyfund.org/


Get free ebooks  As they stated “What you see is what you get”, 

all eBooks on this site are free to download. 

What’s more, if you like, you can even upload 

your own eBook to this website to share with 

others.  

CCCOER  The Community College Consortium for Open 

Educational Resources, as its name indicated, 

it provides resources, support and 

opportunities for implementing successful open 

educational programs. You may try to search 

the textbook at this website. 

openstax  Based at Rice University, OpenStax offers free 

textbook for college and AP courses used by 

hundreds of thousands of students. The 

textbooks are in subject of Math, science, 

social science, humanities and so on. 

Reddit  I guess most of you are very familiar with this 

website, so do I. Today, you will find its 

another function—downloading free textbook. 

Some users share their textbooks on this 

community so that everyone who needs this 

book can download it for free. 

Open SUNY Textbooks  Open SUNY Textbooks initiative published 

high-quality, cost-effective course resources by 

engaging faculty as authors and peer-

reviewers, and libraries as publishing service 

and infrastructure. The gold of Open SUNY 

Textbooks is to strengthen the global 

exchange of knowledge, so all people can 

access its textbook. 

https://www.getfreeebooks.com/
https://www.cccoer.org/
https://openstax.org/
https://www.reddit.com/r/csbooks+econbooks+eebooks+mathbooks+physicsbooks/new/
https://textbooks.opensuny.org/


Saylor Academy Open 

Textbooks  

Actually, this website provides free ebooks are 

main published by Sayloer Academy and some 

are published through Saylor Academy’s Open 

Textbook Challenge. It’s main business is 

online courses. All the textbooks are free for 

users to keep, revise and share. 

Websites for eTextbook rental 

If you can not find the textbook in the first list, you may have to think about 

renting or buying. You may find that the best deal on textbooks is in the web, 

not the real book store. Here I list website that you can rent or buy your 

etextbooks. 

Flat World 
Knowledge  

Most students are against buying a textbook because it costs 

a lot. FlatWorld Unlimited will save your money and get what 

you need from here. Students can access more than 100 

titles for a flat fee.  

SCRIBD Pay 8.99$/month, you can access an unlimited number of 

books, audiobooks. You may find the textbook in this big 

library. 

Amazon  As the big brother in the eBook market, Amazon also 

occupies a position in renting and selling textbook. You can 

always find some pretty good deals at this online store. 

Chegg  Chegg is really popular among college student because it 

can allow you rent the textbook as well as the etextbook at 

the same time. This site gives you a lots of options when you 

are selecting the textbook for the next semester. 

Barnes&NOBLE Although Nook share was down a lot in the past year, but I 

have to admit that it still have its own position in the eBook 

market. Here you can also rent the etextbooks. You can 

https://www.saylor.org/books/
https://www.saylor.org/books/
https://catalog.flatworldknowledge.com/
https://catalog.flatworldknowledge.com/
https://www.scribd.com/
https://www.amazon.com/New-Used-Textbooks-Books/b?node=465600&ref=sxts_snpl_5_0_2649588742&qid=1515639458&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=2649588742&pf_rd_r=NB1QZM93J17XWY6JT6GM&pd_rd_wg=QJqgi&pf_rd_s=desktop-signpost&pf_rd_t=301&pd_rd_w=d9aia&pf_rd_i=textbook&pd_rd_r=547c7d37-849a-453b-8524-982c1040708b
https://www.chegg.com/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/textbooks/_/N-8q9


access these digital textbooks on PCS, Macs, iOS and 

Android smartphones. 

VitalSource At vitalsource, you can rent or purchase the eTextbooks. It 

can save you up to 80%. After the eTextbook has been 

purchased, you are able to read it on line, on your computer 

or even at your smartphone. It means that you can access to 

the content anytime and anywhere you like. Also, you can 

choose the rental period when you check out.  

Textbooks.com With more than 10000 eTextbooks available on this website, 

it is easily to find the book you want. However, you have to 

choose the licensing type when you purchase the book, like 

90 days, 1 year or perpetual license. Also, all books you 

download from this website are protected by DRM so you 

can never back up this book or share with other people. 

cengagebrain As a division of Cengage Learning, CengageBrain.com 

offers textbooks, eBooks, digital solutions, online homework 

and textbook rentals. So if you are looking to saving money, 

this website will be a good solution to you. 

  

I hope you've already found the eTextbooks you need for the following 

semester. If you have any better websites to purchase, rent or download free 

eTextbooks, please share with us in the comments.  

This PDF is generated upon https://www.epubor.com/websites-to-get-digital-

textbooks.html, the original author is Epubor. 

https://www.vitalsource.com/
https://www.textbooks.com/
https://www.cengagebrain.com/shop
https://www.epubor.com/websites-to-get-digital-textbooks.html
https://www.epubor.com/websites-to-get-digital-textbooks.html
https://www.epubor.com/

